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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 756  

By  Butt 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and commend John Boyd Cothran and 

Cothran Farms upon its designation as the 
Maury Alliance Century Farm of the Year. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should salute that 

most noble agricultural institution, the family farm, which serves as a cornerstone for our 

communities while bringing credit and acclaim to this State; and   

 WHEREAS, one such noteworthy family farm is Cothran Farms of Maury County, owned 

by John “Johnny” Boyd Cothran and Janet Cothran. Cothran Farms has been honored and 

designated as the Maury Alliance Century Farm of the Year; and  

 WHEREAS, the Century Farm Program was established to recognize the dedication and 

contributions of those families who have retained ownership of the same farm for more than a 

century, persevering through succeeding generations and coping with wars, floods, droughts, 

economic crises, and other obstacles presented by way of natural and human intervention; and 

 WHEREAS, the original home place at Cothran Farms was built on 118 acres of land by 

ML Harlow, a Confederate veteran, in 1903; and 

 WHEREAS, on December 17, 1936, Mr. Harlow’s daughter, Estes Harlow, married Boyd 

Cothran, a farmer who raised beef cattle, and he and Estes moved to McCains after they 

married; and 

 WHEREAS, Boyd and Estes Cothran had three children:  John Boyd Cothran, Catherine 

(Cothran) Davis, and Dorothy Ann (Cothran) Hickman. Dorothy Ann currently resides in the 

original home place that belonged to the Harlows; and 

 WHEREAS, Boyd Cothran added 164 acres to the farm in 1961 and raised beef cattle, 

tobacco, hay, and wheat. He continued to add acreage to the farm and, at one time, Cothran 

Farms totaled more than 700 acres; and 
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 WHEREAS, in 1964, Boyd and Johnny purchased a 1961 Ford 4000 tractor from a local 

dairy farmer, and added five more tractors to the farming operation since. The original 1961 

tractor was restored by Johnny in 2011; and 

 WHEREAS, Johnny Cothran began farming at age five, when his grandmother Harlow 

gave him his first cow, and he has farmed with acumen and alacrity for sixty years; and 

 WHEREAS, a 1964 graduate of Central High School, Mr. Cothran earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in history and social studies from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville in 

1969. He raised cows and tobacco to pay his way through college; and 

 WHEREAS, upon his graduation from college, Johnny taught for two years at Culleoka 

School until his father passed away suddenly in 1970, at which time Johnny left teaching to farm 

full time; and 

 WHEREAS, since 1970, Johnny Cothran has added more than 200 acres to Cothran 

Farms, on which he raises beef cattle, soybeans, corn, and hay; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Cothran currently owns 450 acres and 400 head of cattle; and 

 WHEREAS, deeply involved in his profession and his community, Mr. Cothran was a 

member of UT Resource Management from 1971 to 1976, he served six years on the Maury 

County Co-op, he served twice on the Maury County Farm Bureau Board of Directors, and he is 

a charter member of Leadership Maury; and 

 WHEREAS, no stranger to awards and accolades, Johnny Cothran was named the 1974 

Farmer of the Year by the Maury County Jaycees and the 1993 Conservationist of the Year by 

the Maury County Soil Conservationist Service; and 

 WHEREAS, he is a devout and lifelong member of Hopewell Presbyterian Church; and 

 WHEREAS, his numerous accomplishments aside, Mr. Cothran is deeply devoted to his 

family and he always endeavors to remain true to family values of the highest order; and 

 WHEREAS, he is perhaps most proud of the love and companionship he shares with his 

wife of six years, Janet; his children, Melissa, Mary, and John David; his four grandchildren; and 

his two great-grandchildren; and  
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 WHEREAS, this General Assembly finds it appropriate to pause in its deliberations to 

acknowledge and applaud Johnny and Janet Cothran and the entire Cothran family for their 

dedication to farming, recognizing the importance of the family farm to our communities and the 

State of Tennessee; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we hereby congratulate and commend John “Johnny” Boyd Cothran and 

Cothran Farms upon its receipt of the Maury Alliance Century Farm of the Year Award in honor 

of its contributions to the agribusiness industry in Tennessee and extend to the Cothran family 

our best wishes for every future success. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


